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MR. GLADSTOE'S SPEECI-I. 

M'. GLADSTOIE. In following the right honorable gentleman, 
I shall only touch those portions of his speech which go the heart 
of he question. In my opinion, they constituted a vey small 
pa't of his address (cheers), the rest being crimiuatoïy and in- 
cl"imiuatovy m.tter, which, however amusing to a portion of the 
House really assists us ver5' litle in etting at the root of the 
g'e.t question before us. I do this partioflarly because there is 
a great difficulty, owing to the enormous range of the question, in 
confining the debate within the narrow limits to which we all 
desire to confine it. My honorable and learned friend, the ruera- 
ber for In-erness (M'. Finlay), last night, when no member of 
the Government seeme(1 in a condition to follow the speech of 
the hono'able member for Northeast Cork (Mr. V. O'Biên), 
(Ol)positio cheers), gallautly stepped iuto the breach, and per- 
formed that office on behalf of miuiste, which has so often been 
performed by those who are sometimes termed " Dissenting 
Liber.'ds" ; namely, that of finding expedieutsof defence for the - 
Government which they and their adherents behind them bave 
been nnable to discover. (Opposition cheers.) My honorable 
and learned friend said he thought it high rime that the debate 
should draw to a close. I c.qn pet fectly understand reasons why 
he should desit'e that there might be no debate at all on this sub- 
ject (lattglder and cleers) but when he says that the discussion 
has extended to unreasonable length, I point to the speech ofthe 
Attorney-General last night, of the leugth of which I am far from 
complaining, but which was evidently in sharp contradiction 
with the view of my honorable and learned friend. 
Why, sir, it has not been possible to include in this debate a 
number of questions which deserve, and may yet have to receive 
detailed criticism. For example, the law of public meetings 
has hardly been touehed, and )'et it is gravely involved in the 



proceedings of the recess. ("tIear, hear.") The rclations 
between landlord and tenant have hardly been touched, and to 
that notwithstanding a similiar observation will apply. 
hear.") The treatment givea to prisoners of a particular class 
has not been the subject of discussion, and I will make none of 
these three matters subject of discussion ; but at the same rime 
no one can doubt tbat all of them, and man3" more besides, are 
fit for the attention of the t][ouse. ("Hear, hear.") I must pro- 
ceed by the method of selection, and I ara bouud to say that so 
far as I ara personally concerned il[ it had not been for the 
poiuted refereuces to me, and the perfectly fait and just chan 
leuges delivered agaiust certain pooEions of my speeches in the 
reeess, I should gladly have remained out of sight. I ara of 
opinion that such speeches as have been ruade by the honorable 
member for the city of Cork in moving his amendment, and by 
the honorable member for East Cork on the memorable occa- 
sion of the opening of last nighffs debate (tIome Rule cheers), 
go more to the heart of the matter, and more to the mind of 
the count:)', than anything tba¢ can be said or urged by those 
who, whatever else may be said of them, cannot deny that they 
stand in the l)osition of leaders of a party, and are liable to the 
imputation of party interests. On the other hand, these gentle- 
men are in a lmsition to sa 3, that tbey bave shown us indel)en- 
dence of party. They have dealt a death blow to Liberal 
administrations, and the memhers of those Liberal adminis- 
trations never bave complained, and would not have been 
justified in complaining. They are the advocates and the organs 
of a nation. (Opposition cheers.) They are in a condition to 
speak with an effect to which they cannot make auy just preten- 
sion when they address themselves to the heart and to the 
understanding of another nation on whose jndgment they are 
content to rely. ("-ho, '' from the Mbdsterial benches, ad 
couuter cheers. ) 
But, sir, there was a part of the speech of thc right honorable 
gentlemen which he introduced with an apology, and which I 
think it right hriefiy to ïollow. He referred to the communica- 
tion betweea Lord Caarvon and the member for Cork, and I 
cannot question for a moment the denials he has ruade. But 
what were those denials ? I attended as well as I could to his 



statement, and his denials were three. In the first place, he de- 
nied that any engagement or agreement hd been madc. Sir, 
I am not aware of its having heen asserted. IIe denicd, secondly, 
that it ever had been stated tobe the intention of a Coservative 
Go'ernment to gt'ant a measure of Home Rule. I am hot aware, 
sir that that has ever been stated. Thirdly, he denied on 
the part of Lord Cammrvon: and I accept the denial 
with ail my heart, that Lord Carnarvon had ever used any words 
inconslstent with the maintenance of the Union. 
cheers.) But these three denials leave entirely untouched the 
material parts of the case. What are thcse materlal parts? If 
the right honorable gentleman wishes to dispose of them, I can 
only say that they m'e hot disposed of by 'h:tt he has said to- 
night, and hc must set about wilh a new set of statements and 
denials in order to get rid of them. (Opl,ositio chee,-s.) 
was stated by the honorable member for the city of Cork, that 
he round himself in sul)stantial -- I might say, in entire agree- 
melt with Lord Carnarvon on the question of Home Rule. That 
bas not been denicd. (Home Rtle cheers.) It has been stated 
that Lord Ca,'nm-von spoke for himself, and that I do hot ques- 
tion, in so far as a Lord Lieutenant can sl)eak for himself. (Op- 
Tosition cleers.) The right hono,'ahle gentleman, the Chier 
Secretary, did hot deny in the speech he bas just made, ald cer- 
tainly there was space in that speech for such denial, that Lord 
Carnarvon and the honorable memher for Cork were in sul)stan- 
tial agreement on the policy of Home Rule. 
Mr. B.¢LFoçn. I ma)' sa)" that, from the al»stract I read, Lord 
Carnarvon clearly, in my idea, did not express his opinion about 
the Home Rnle policy. 
Sir. GLDSO. The honorable member for Cork declared that 
he had an interview with Lord Carnarvon, and that he round hitn- 
self in a'eement with Lord Carnarvon on the subject. The 
right honorable gentleman has hot denied that. (I'o»te lule 
cheer s. ) 
Mr. BALFo[Jn. I interpreted Lord Carnarvon's statement as 
distinctly denying that. 
Mr. GL.¢DSV.E. i ask for the words of Lord Carnarvon's 
statement which contains that denial. (Cheers.) 
Mr. BaL'ocn. I will obtain them as quickly as I can but it 
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would take me out of the House to do so .now. (An honorabl 
monber : " Sold.for them.") 
lIr. GLADSTOE. It is a ery dangerous practice to make 
statements of ihat kind and importance without the mate'iaL 
on which they are fomlded. (]liisterial cries of " Oh.") I 
aflirm that I ara in the ,recollection of lhe Ilouse that whatever 
inference or interpretation the right honorable gentleman made- 
upoa the declarations of Lord Carnarvon, there was hot a word 
in the passage he read whicb contained, or which approached to 
containiug, a denial of the statement of the honorable member 
for Cork, that he and Loin| Carnarvon were in substantial agree- 
ment on the po|icy of Hone Rule. 
No(v I ask the right honorable gentleman what he thinks of 
anotber statement ruade hy Lord Carnarvon in the House of 
Lon:ls, and withiu the memory of ail of us, iii which speaking 
of tbe measure of entended government that ought to be granted 
to Irelaud, he said that they ought to meet ail the just demands 
of that conntry for local self-gove'nment, and likewise ought to 
be directed in some deglee towards giviug reasonable satisfac- 
tion to national aspirations? Does the right honorable gentle- 
man say that he is in fayot of giving reasoable satisfac- 
tion to national aspirations? On the contrat'y, it is the very 
phrase and the very idea which, on no coasideration, will he 
recognize, and it is the phrase and the idea which form the basis 
of the views of Lord Carn,rvou, and here the right honorable 
geutleman cannot coutradict me. Well, I think, having got so 
far, I may go farther. Lord Ca'narvon, being Lord Lieutenant 
of Irelaud and being a member of the Cabinet, or whether he 
was a member of the Cabinet or hot, was absolutcly bound to 
make kown his views to Lord Salisbury, if hot to the Cabinet at 
large. He did make known his views o Lord Salisbury in the 
fulfilment of a pimary dut3-. ]Lord Sailsbury continued to re- 
pose his confidence in Lord Carnarvon. For months aïterwards 
Lord Carnawoc continued to be Lord Lieutenant. When he 
retired he did so professedly on accouut of his health and amid 
the expressed regrets of his colleagues. Now, sir, we are called 
sel)attists. (3[tnisterial cheers.) We are denounced as sach. 
(Reaewed ][iioterkd cheers.) I ara glad fo have any of my 
assertions supported by honorable gent|emen opposite whose 



5 

pproval is conveyed in that semi-articulate manner which they 
flnd so congenial. ((ppositio cheers and lttaglder.) But we 
are called separatists, and hecanse we wish to give effect to the 
national asl)i-ations of Ireland withiu the limits of the Constitu- 
tion and with spreme regard to the unity of the Empù'e. 
iste'kd cries of" 01," a*d Ol,position cleers.) Lord Salisbury, 
as the head of a Çouservative Govermnent, was content to 
stand hefore the country, having in I'eland a Lord Lieutmmnt 
who was ln'epared to gve satisfaction, reasonahle satisfaction, 
as we are, to national aspirations, and at the same tilne to give 
Ireland eve3-thing in the way of local self-govet'nment that 
ought to be conceded consistenly with the nnity of the Enpire. 
(Opposition cheers. ) 
low, it al)pears then that a To T Lot'd Lieutenant may dally 
as he pleases with the sircns of Homc Rfle. It al)pears that 
wben a general e]ection is pending, the Prime lIinister re:t)" re- 
gard the entertainment of a Home Rule poliey ms no object 
whatever to placing unbounded confidence in a 'FoT Lord 
Lieutenant. But when the election is over [l,,me R,de 
,cleers), when thc Lord Lieutenant is gone, and when Liberals 
declare that they desire to mect the national aspirations of 
]reland with a reasonable and sale satisfaction, then, forsooth, 
they are to be dcnonnced as sep.ratists. (Opposition cleers.) 
OE must sa)" a word Ul)Oll the entertaining speech of the honorable 
and gall,nt member for NooEh Armagh. I was struck, I con- 
fess, when, after all his assanlts upon as, the honorable gentle- 
man grave]y conclnded with an argument in far-or of law and 
ortier, but with an insinuatlon that his countlTmen would hot 
he very mlch disposed to adopt tbat doctt'ine. Well, I don't 
agree with him about his countrymen, but if we were engaged 
in an endeavor to show tbat ]'ishmen were hot sufficiently good 
¢o recognize the principles of law and order, nndonbtedly the in- 
stance to which I shonldrefer would be the honorable gentleman 
himself. The honm'able and gallant gentleman is here, forsooth, 
to instract and fo educate us on the subject of law and oler 
while he reser'es to himself the right of dcclaring, and more 
that once declaring, in this House, as far as I remember-- 
,(Col. Setunàerson: " Yes.") So muh the better. All right. 
,(Laughter atàcheers.) He declared that" ifParliament passed 



ant act for granting fo Ireland a carefnlly gnarded portion oir 
the independence she once possessed, he will be the man to resist 
and to recommend resistance." (Opposition c],eers.) He is 
dealing with gentlemcn below the gangway, and he bas the con- 
smumatc art and the consummate courage to advertise himself as 
the apostle of law and order. (Cheers.) Then the honorable 
member referred to a speech of mine in which I referred to the 
lamentable murder of Constable Whelehan in the county of 
Clare. The Chief SccretaT was not ashamed in this House, 
'hcre he could hot be answered, to say that l had ruade adverse 
comments on the condnct of Whelehan, a man n.ho had losç his 
lire in the service of his count T. 
hIr. BALFOUR. [ said it in this House on Frida)" last, and I 
say it again. (z]liMsterial chee»'s.) 
Mr. (;LA)T,-'N. I havc no intention of chaing the right 
honorable gcntlemau with anything which is not true in fact. I 
ara glad he has contradictcd me. I did hot collect, for I did 
not hear it. But it was totally and absolutely nntrue. (Oppo- 
sition cheers.) Either he had not read what I said, or if he has 
read it, and the saine al)plies to the honorable and gallant 
memher for blorth Armagh, they have ahsolutely misrepre- 
sented the purport of the speech they pfessed to qtmte. I 
never named Whelehan except to deplore his death and to ex- 
press the hope that his murderers wouhl be punished, lu my 
reference to that speech, the is not a word to slmw that 
Whelehan was the man who was the unhappy organ of the 
police in ministcring pecuniary payment to the int'amous in- 
former, llOr is there one word in ail that reference of hlame t( 
ber Majesty's Government. Ou the contra:', there is an ex- 
press dcclaration that I laid no bloEme upn ber 5Iajesty's Go'- 
ermnent with rcfercnce to the case of Whelehan. Why, then 
did I 'e[er to it? On this account: The honorable and gallan 
gentleman, in the careless way in which he refers to these 
things said I mnst be cognizant or" the fa(t that prices 
were paid for obtaining information I said at Nottingham; I 
ruade no reference at ail to the rather dil:ficult question of pay- 
ment of p'ices for obtaining information : but what I referred to 
was the payment of pric«s, hot for ohtaining information, but 
for concocting and concertiug crimes. (Cheers.) After the 



gradual revelatlons that were ruade to us of the mode in whieh 
Ireland is administered, according fo the traditions of that 
count5- , itis perfecfly possible that such things ma)" have been 
donc, though I bave never hem'd of them. But when I did 
learu in that particnlar instance of that foui and Ioathsome 
practice of paying moue)" for such a purpose to a man, as far 
as we al yet inlbrmed, who was to attend a meeting of the 
crimiuals for the l)nrpose of putting a hand to the arrange- 
ment and the execution of it (loud cheers), then I did think 
it was time to protest in the naine of the Liberal part)-, if not 
of the whole county, against the prctice which, in my opinion, 
is in itself odious to lhe last degrec, which would hot I)e for a 
lnoment tolerated in Eugland, and lu reference to which I 
thought it u'ise and right to l)oint ont that it was dangerous 
as well as odious, that when in a similar case the population of 
England had hecome cognizant of sinilur practices, Ihey them- 
selves had resoïted to the commission of crime for the l)nrpose 
of marking the detestation with which theyregarded it. (":Hear, 
hear.") 
I pass on to tlm remarks of lhe'ight honorable geutleman the 
Chier Secretal T for h.eland, ami I fecl boulnl to refer to the 
obscrvati(,n he ruade dnring the general dehate on the address 
last week, to what he called the practice of members on this side 
of the IIonse of making statements ontside this House which 
they would hot repeat within iti and esl)ecially to his adverse 
and 'ather angry comments ou tue pacifie toue of the speech 
which I had just delivered. The right lmnorable gentlenan 
overflows with pugnacious matter. He is young and inexperi- 
enced in debate, anti bol,1 and able as I confess him to be, I think 
hat when he has been fiïtv-six years in the ser'ice of his coun- 
try, it is possible that his stock of contcutiom eagerness may be 
a little abated. (Laughter a«d cheeï's.) I have many 'easons, 
but il I must give a reason wh)- I vas particularly anxious to 
avoid the needless introduction of conteatious or polemical or 
accusatory matter in speaking on the opeuing debate on the 
address. I felt that an h.ish debate was pending; and in the 
sccond place, the great object I had in view was to assist ami to 
promote the purpose of the Goverumeut,-- to promote, [ will 
also sa)-, tle honor, dignity, and efiiciency of this House, by 
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giving what I ma)" call in homely language a good start to the 
business of the session, by detaching it from evcrything like 
controversy. But if the right honorable geatleman lamcnts the 
uncombatire character of that discussion, I think he will derive 
probably ample satisfaction in the lutin'e. There is no fear, I 
belicve, that Irish debate will be wauting in animation, possihly 
in animosity, so long as the right honorable getleman con- 
tinues to be Chief Secretary. (Opposition cheers a»d laaghter.) 
The right honorable gentleman even on that occasion Ïouhd in 
ay pacific spcech matter desem'ing of indignant rebuke. I re- 
pent my lamentations lhat some of the most difficult aud the 
nicest parts of the law are 'emoved lff the opcration of the 
Coercion Act of last year from judgcs and juries to men whom 
I tet'med o[" an inferior stamp. That wa the observation I 
vcntured to make, and the right honorable geutleman was rather 
wrathfifl over if. I fully adroit that he is a l)erfcct mas(er of 
tu quoqe. He said, " Wboever they are, they are the nen 
whom Lord Spencer appointed." In the first place, that is 
quite inaccurate ; and in the second place, if inaccurate, it was 
totally irrelevant. It is perfectly inaccurate. 
Mr. IALFOUn. I said that sixty out of seventy-three were 
appointed mostly by Lord Spenccr, or else were the appointments 
of previous Governments rerived by him. 
Mr. GLAI)STONE. And so the right honorable gentleman thinks 
that what he calls revivhig--that is to sa 3" hot dismissing--is 
the saine thing as appointing. (" Ilear, hear," ai«l lauglter.) 
The gentlemen of whose conduct as resideut magistrates I 
espccially coml)lained, were Mr. Eldon, Captain Seagrave, Mr. 
Ceci[ Roche, Mr. lXIeldon, and Mr. Carew. These rive, and 
undottbtedly these m'e the gentlemen I had specially in 
view when I spoke of men of an inferior stamp, not one of 
these wns appointed by Lord Spencer. (Cheers.) But snppos- 
ing they were, the statement of thc right honorable gentlemaa was 
absolutely and ludicrously irrelevant. What I was speakiug of 
was hot the discharge by the resldent magistrates of their ordi- 
nary and traditionary duties, but the extraor, linary duties which 
the right honorable gcntleman and the Go'ernment have insisted 
in putting up»n them. The right honorable gentleman was 
especially indignant wlth me, because at a given date in the 



recess, or before the termination of the session, I telegraphed tu. 
some correspondent the words, " Rcmember Mitchclstowu," and 
that in a speech st Nottingham I had developed my meaning of 
that phrase with all the force I could. The right honorable 
gentleman thought fit tu point st me the reproach that I was hot 
disposed tu maintaiu here what I have said elsewhcre. 
Now I have reïerred tu my owu statement st Nottingham 
about Mitchelstown, aml I can only sa)" I hot only adhere tu it, 
but I strengthen it. I never in my life uttered words, or sent 
words by letter or telegram, which I more rejoice tu have uscd, 
and ara better content tu have used, than the words, " Remem- 
ber Mitchclstown." (Lotd Opposition c]eers.} It was not dune 
inconsiderately. It was donc considerately, for the sake of 
Irelaud and the country, and for thc sake of preventing the 
enormous mischieïs, probahle sufferings probable /)loodshed 
and the consequent resistance tu the law that might arise in 
Ireland in consequence of what had occurred st Mitchelstown, 
and of its adoption and appropriation by the right honorable 
gentleman. (Cheers.) What was it? It was this: A legal 
meeting ("Hear, hear") of 4,000 men assembled; the police, 
under the 1)les of the commun practice o" having an official re- 
porter st the meeting, instead of prior communication with those 
who held it, instead of goiug tu the platform st a point where it 
was open and accessible, ïormed a wedge of twenty men, and 
endeavored by force tu drive that wedge into the middle of the 
crowd. I am here tu say that a public meeting is an orderly 
assembly  that tu observe order iu a public meeting is part of 
the law of the land ("Hear, hear") ; that the driving a wedge 
into the meeting was an illegality o the part of the police ; and 
that the police who drove it into the crowd were themselves 
guilty of illegality, and ought tu have been given into custody. 
( Ceers. ) 
On this deplorablWoccasion the ageuts of the law were the 
breakers of the law, and thuse breakers of the law, acting in the 
first instance under snbordinate authority, were adopted and 
sanctioned by the right honorable gentleman, with the full au- 
thority of the Government. (Cheers.) What was the second 
act of the police? Their wedge was not strong enough; they 
were pressed back out of the crowd, and it seems tu me with 
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perfect propriety and legality, whereupon they brought a large 
force of police and charged the cowd, because tbe crowd had 
hot concurred and co-operated in the former illegality. That 
was a fresh illegality committed by the police. Then violence 
began; then began the use of barons ; then began the use of 
sticks and cudgels ; then began the sufferings of the men in the 
crowd, and of individual members of the police, on which tbe 
right honorable gentleman is cloquent, and which I regret as 
much as he does. Bttt the police in these two illegalities of at- 
tacking and batoning the crowd were de£eated. The crowd did 
hot pursue tbem. (Cheers.) According to ail the information 
belote us, the crowd were recalled, and again took theit" places 
in the square. A mere scattering and sprinkling of most prob- 
ably boys, we know hot how and to what extent, were in the 
street where the police bart'acks are to be round ; and among 
them, those boys or others, succeeded in breaking three windows 
of the police barracks. (Laughte'.) Tbose three windows were 
exalted and uplifted by the right honorable gentleman into a 
general attack on the barracks, compelIing the police, in self- 
defence, to tire on the people. In one sense I must sa)" the police 
dld hot tire ou the people, for no mass of people was there to 
tire on. [ said st lottingham, and itis the result of ail the in_ 
quiry  bave made, that there was hot more than twenty people 
in the strect opposite the barracks, and under these circum. 
stances the police actually fired into the windows of the opposite 
bouse, where there were peaceful people, women, and children ; 
and they fired deliberately st individuals, two ohl men and one 
ho)', whom they destroyed. Tbat I do hot hesitate here to de- 
nounce-- I think I did hot use the words st Iottingham-- as 
cruel, wnnton, and disgrncefnl bloodshed (Load cheeTs.) It 
recalls the period of Lord Sidmouth, and was bloudshed which, 
so far as I know, has had no example in its wantonuess and 
causelessness since the memorable occasion in 5[anchester, which 
is popslarly known as the Massacre of Peterloo. (Cheers.) 
low, I bave given the right honorable gentlemen ny vicws 
about Mitchelstown. (Opposition cheers ad derisive l[inisterial 
ceers.) It was rime tbatI should say, " Remember 5[itchels- 
town." Mitchelstown might have become what in one particular 
class of language is termed a "prerogative instance." The Mitch- 
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elstown police, commended by the right honorable gentlemam 
were held up to the police in Irelaod as the pattern which they 
were to follow. (Cleers.) They were told they had acted only 
in self-defence, and the measure and meaning of self- 
defence as exhibited st Mitchclstown, I ïeared, and it was 
reasonable to fear, wouhl be thc meaning and the measctre of 
self-defence on every other occasion, when, by legality or' ille- 
gality, the police round an opportunity of coming into collision 
with the people. (Cheers.) I tell the right honorable gentle- 
man frankly that in my opinion, he hatl become, by cleea- impli- 
catiou, a breaker ofthe law. (Cheers.) He had given to the 
breakiug of the law aathoritative couuteuauce and approval, 
and uot only so, but he had done it under circumstances where 
that authoritative approval, conveyed to the mind of the police 
wouhl aaturally, justly, and excusably, almost necessarily, bave 
pointed out to them that that was to be the model and raie of 
their conduct in every example of the kind. (Cheers.) Sir, it 
was in the iuterests of la*v and order that I denounced the con- 
duct of the police. (Opposition cheers and deriive Lri»isto'ial 
cheevs, in «vhich ]rr. B«lfou" joied.) It will be a long time, I 
think, belote he can discover an instance, either on this bench 
or among any of flmse who are our fl'iends, in which the law and 
order of tire country, and the security and the lires of the 
people, had beeu treated with such recklessness as they then 
were by the right honorable geutleman and his colleagues. 
(C'heer.) I ha'e done my best to bform myself, and in conform- 
ity with, I believe, uucoatradicted and consentieut statements, 
I conteml that the inferences I have drawn from these facts are 
just iaferences, and that it was hot only aatural but necessary to 
adopt precautions on the part I will say, of Eagland against 
the fatal imitations which Mitchelstowu might have produced, 
and to take securities lbr law and o'der in Ire]and, first of all, 
as I pointed out to the people of England thut these things 
ought to be watched ; and secondly, by making kuowa to the 
Government, and to their agents and their organs beyond the 
the Clmnnel that if such occurrences did happen, they would 
hot pass uucensured. (oEeers.) I believe I never spoke more 
useful -- I will go further, and sa)" more fruiful ---words than 
 when I tclegraphed, " Remember Mitchelstown." (Loud Oppo- 



sition cheers and deisive [iisterkd cees.) I now corne to the 
statistics of the right honorable geutleman, with reference to boy- 
cotting. The Government are particularly stingy iu their stat_ 
istics, but they have given some figmes as no boycotting. I do 
non recollent that boycotting was ever ruade a portion of Gov_ 
ernment statistics before. 
lr. Bas,ocre We bave made statistics before ON boycot- 
ting. 
Mr. G.a»soE. Yes ; but I ara speaking of the ancient and 
tradition.'d practice which this Conservative GoverNment are 
always so indisposed to îollow. (01)position cheers and lau.qhter.) 
Statistics of crime deal with facts and matter of.record ; statis- 
tins of boycotting, s far s I understand, are matter of opinion. 
("_Hea', hetm") What amounts io boycotting,--what is the test 
of it? There mnst be, and will be cases of hm'sh and unrea- 
sortable persecution uNder the naine of boycotiug. It is never 
no be forgotten, though in is very commou to forget in, that wheu 
you have a state of things that prevails in Ireland,--old and 
sore relations of fiiction between class and class, the sense of 
still lemaining suffering or grievalme, and conseqmnt instability 
of social ortier,-- the criminal elements that will always snbsist 
iN every conmunity (though I thank God to sa)- tbat I believe 
they subsist in hland more narrowly than ahnost anywhere else), 
I will find tbeir way iuto social questions, and undoubtedly you 
will have bad, and very bad, cases exhibited in matters such as 
tbese. Therefo the exhibition of particular instances is a very 
unsafe and insnoEcient test. They ought to be quoted with great 
accuracy. The rigbt honorable gentleman h.qs been detnding 
to-night his chosen instrnments of the present year. ("lleav, 
heNr.") Yes, but he was met immediately with point blank con- 
troeictions on matters of fact, and an present I shall enter no 
înrtler into tbat qnestion, which evidently mnst be ruade the 
subject of finoEher examination. ("Heetr, hear.") But the right 
honorable gentleman gave us last year a case of boycotting 
which was touchiug to the last degree,--the case of the Galway 
midwife. (Cheers al laughter.) Does the right honorable 
gentleman say that the instance he selected last year -- the in- 
stance of the Galway midwife--was well founded? (Cheers.) 
Mr. BAOCm Absolutely correct in every particular. 
fsteial cheers.) 
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Mr. GLADSTOlgE. Ail I cau soEV is, that here likewise the 
right honorable gentleman has been met with a point blank con- 
tradiction. ("tteaT, hecr.") But what are we to s" of boycot- 
ring statistics as a basis for legislation or for congratnlation on 
the rising felicity of a count:v, when the right honorable gentle- 
n]an, ont of the thonsands of cases he has had befol'e him, can 
only select for us two .upon which he is at once met by haviug 
his facts challenged, and his conclusions falsified ? (Cheers.) 
Let me poiutout this. ]X[y right honorable friend, the member 
for Newcastle, well remarked on a for,ner occasioa, that there is 
a chapter of statistics which, if tire right honorable gentleman 
had chosen to enter it, would have ben far nore to thc pnrpose 
on this occsion thau these he has laid before us, though they are 
not wholly withont value ; and tiret is the statistics of evicted or 
derclictland. (" ttear, hear.") Therecouldbenodiflicultywhat- 
ever for the right honorable gentleman to have called for rcturns 
of the acreage on farms, which, in different counties in Ireland, 
either ail over Ireland or in selected counties, had been derelict 
a year, two years, or three years ago, in the rime of Lorcl 
Spencer and down to the present date, and had shown us how, 
under the recovered liberty of the Irish people, about which he 
boasts, the acreage of these derelict farms had gradually been 
dimiuished. The right honorable gentleman bas not only 
avoided but shirked that question (cheers), and he shirlCed 
it because he substituted for any attempt at a ratioual answer to 
my right honorable friend, a jeremiad upon the state of feeling 
which he thought might be produced in Ireland when he found 
my right honorable friend using langue which, in his opinion, 
was capable of being interpreted into sy[npathy with the opera- 
tions of the Land League. ("Hear,hear. '') A more unjust 
charge never was ruade. (Opposition cheers). But, just or 
unjnst, it has nothing to do with the question. 
The right honorable gentleman found hlmself, and the Qneen 
has been instructed to round herself in her ,peech, and the or- 
gans of the Government have based th'emselves in their arti- 
cles upon the assertion that liberty as they phrase it is 
returning to th people of Irelaud. If that libety were return- 
ing, it would be exhibited in a proportionate diminution ofdere- 
lect fatras. (" tear ear" 'om ][r. Balfotr.) Then why 
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have you hot showu it? (Opposition chee's.) There is one 
part of the statistics that we have rend with increased satisfac- 
faction, that is the diminution in the amount of crime, limited 
as that diminution is. [ thought when the rlght honorable gen- 
t]eman constructed his artificial returu, he had some very speeial 
purpose in view. [t is the first time tha t, I have known the 
month of January do snch good service, aud when I look into 
the return, I fiud out the cause : The return of offences reported 
to the coustabumT are reportcd uuder three major h«ads,-- 
offences agaiust the person, offences agaiust propert.v, and 
offences against the public peace. With regard to the offences 
against the person aud property, [ find that if I take the rive 
months only of last year, after the p.ssing of the Coercion Act, 
and compare them with the correspodiug rive months of the 
year before, there is no diminutiou whatever. (" Hear, beaï.") 
But in lhe month of January there was iu offences against the 
person a sndden, a most well-timed, and fortnnate, and rapid 
decline, for they fell from ten to three. The right honorable 
gentlefian drew January into his service; by menus of that 
declensiou, he was able to show a dhninntion of six per cent of 
offeuces agmnst person and propeoEy. I ara extremely glad of 
it, and wish theïe had been a great dea! more. The oiinces 
which have seusib]y and rea]ly diminished are those against the 
public peace, and I rejoice tbat they have diminished. But 
why? The right honorable gentleman stands up and says that 
the cause of the diminution is the Coercion Act, but [ think I 
have shown that whereas the diminution of crime proper, as 
directed against person and property, is an exceedingly small 
diminution, the diminution of offences against the public peace 
is much larger. 1 make it out to De that that they fell iu these 
six months from three lmndred and tweuty-four to two hundred 
and thirty-eight, or a diminution of about twenty-five per 
cent. These are exactly the offeuces that would diminish 
under the operation of a conciliatory Laud Act. (Opposition 
cheers.) 
Theright honorable gentleman bas the boldness to say that 
we, on this side of the House, never gave any eredit to the Land 
Act. Why sir the Land Aet grossly imperfeet as it was, 
eulpably imperfeet in the matter of arrears (cheers), cou- 
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tained a great and important provision which the member for 
Co'k in valu had demanded in the September before, which, 
if it had then been granted, you probably never might have 
heard of the Plan of Campaign. (Cheen.) It was denounced 
to the House by the Govermnent of that da 3- as belng a provis- 
ion totally inconl)atible with tltat morality, forsooth, on wlfich 
rigltt honorable gentlcmen p'ided tlmmselves. (La«ffhter.) I 
speak of the provision which, under a great responsibility, her 
5Iajcsty's Govermnent, tbough far too late, introdnced as a 
most valnable gift. It was quite evident that, so far as 
offences agalust the public l)eace were concerned, the reopeuiug 
of tlie judicial rents, and tlm concession marie to leaseholders, 
could not but operate in the most powcrfial manner in favor of 
that diminution. (Check's.) There are two other questions to 
be considered» viz., how tlm law has been administered, and 
how the administration of the law has succeeded. Ha the 
administration of the law been of a claracter to reconcile, or 
bas it been of a character to estrange, or has it been calculated 
to teach respect for the Government or to bring the Govern- 
ment into increasing hatred or contcanpt? I ara hot going into 
details of prison treatment, but I ara going to tonch the case of 
two memhers «»f Parliament, with reference to a matter other 
than prison treatment. I ara not cognizaut by dia'ect and per- 
sonal knowledge of the facts, but I have received them from 
qnarters thought tobe thoroughly informed. Unless I had 
so received then, I would not think of laying them before the 
House. 
lIr. Sheehy, a member of this Honse, has heen m'rested and 
remanded without bail. It was a misfortnne which might have 
been tnken into consideration at the time that his wife was ill of 
a disease known as scarlatina, or scarlet ïever. He was offered 
bail by the Government if he wonld promise not to open his lips 
in public. By Government--that, I presume, means the Execu- 
ti*e Government. I want to know what title the resident 
magistrate had to make such a condition as that. (Opl)osition 
cheers.) Most dangerous is this introduction of the new dis- 
cretion of residert magistrates, -- a discretion of imposing new 
resta'ictions upon prisoners. Wh 3- is it necessary to impose 
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these conditions ? If Ir. Sheehy chose to commit an offence 
while he was under bail, he could be taken up for that, and I 
want to hear fi'om the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or some 
member of the Government, a distinct account of the new doc- 
trine that those conditions moEv be imposed, whicb are written, I 
believe, neither in law nor in custom, which have been set in 
action in Ireland, but which in England, we know, are hot heard 
of, and would not be heard of or tolerated for a momcnt. 
(C]eevs.) lIr. Sheeby, I must say, very properly entirely de- 
clined to accede to that condition, and be was tried and 
sentenced to three months' imprisonment. Ho. appealed, as he 
was entitlcd to do, and bail was accepted for his appearance at 
quarter sessions, so that he woald have been able to obey the 
almost sacred domestic form of tic which was at tire time incum- 
bent upon him. But as he was going out of the door of the 
court he was arrested again on another charge, and bro«ght 
away immediately to a distant part of the country, his wife 
being in the very crisis of her illuess, and her life seriously 
thïeatened. Ou the second charge he was sentenced, not to 
three months, which would bave enabled him to appeal, but to 
one months imprisonment, (N«tiot(dist cheers), depriving him 
of tbe power of appeal. 
lIr. CHANCE. Which bad been promised by the right honor- 
able gentleman to the House. 
]lr. GLADSTONE. The right honorable gentleman, the Chief 
Secïetary, is perfecfly aware of that promise. He is perfect.ly 
aware that i the debate last year he was charged by my right 
honorable l¥iend near me (Sir W. Harcourt) with breech of 
faith with regard to that promise, and to that charge of breach 
he has remained, I must sa)', ver 3- patiently silent. (Opposi- 
tion cheers.) Now, is that the Sort of administration of the act 
oflast year which ber Majesty's Government are prepared to de- 
fend? (Opposition cheecs.) Is it tbus that Ireland is to be 
reconciled? (-,Vationalist cheers.) Is it thus that the Irish na- 
tion is to be converted? Is it in this House of Commons, the 
most ancient and the noblest of ail the temples of freedom, 
that such operations as tbis are to be either passed over in 
silence or defended by those cngged in them ? (Loud Opposi- 
tion cheers.) I cannot understand the extreme severity of 
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treatment in certain particulars, if I ara rightly informed, meteee 
out to this gentlenmn ; btt I wish to keep for the present to what 
relates most distinctly to the administration of the law as .part 
fron prison discil,liae, and in that view lone I wonld mention 
the case of Alderman IIooper and others. Alderman Hooper 
wss sentenced for pblishiug reports of the National Leagm 
branches that had been stppressed, althogh, as I mder.tand, 
tlwre are plenty of these reports plblished within the eogniz- 
anee of the Government, with respec to which those who pb- 
li-h them have not been sentenced aad have hot beea poceede| 
against. 
Well, Mr. Aldcrmn Hoopcr was proceeded .gaiust, ad was 
sentenced for pblishing these rcports for a terre of one month. 
IIe wofld have had tlmre o right of appeal, Imt was again 
simfltaneosly charged for Imblishing another report ; auother 
seutece of one mmth was pronommed pon lim. These 
sentences, thotlgh cumulative with regard to him, wcre uot cmu- 
lative wih regard totherightto appeal. (Cleers.) Ïherefor% 
while the riglt honorable gentleman p0fessed to give the right 
of appeal for all seuçences above a month, I D" this clever device 
he has contrived to inflict pon Alderman Hooper, a member of 
tbis House, an imprisonment of two moaths, and yetthat Aider- 
man Hooper shofld have no right of appeal. Aml there again 
sir, I say I am sot1T to se strong words, but I ana tem|)tel to 
do o outside this H«»se, ad I will do so i1 this House 
(Opt»osition chees ) This was expl:ined to. be not o»ly a. 
constitttional violence, hot only a clear evasio of tle spirit of 
the la', but an incredible meanness (loud Opposition cl*ees) 
a meanncss in tire method of administeriug the Crimes Act, 
and a spbit is displayed which, if the Irish people had only a 
hund'e,lth part of the courage, the phmk, and i»er-everance 
which tlmy had show thr«»th seven centurics, could only ten 
to alienate and estrage them from those who atempt s t. 
goveru tiem. (Oppositio, cheers.) The word that I h:ve tlus 
nsed I am going to use a_ain. ([iaite'ial augter.) I ara 
very desirous to ilvite the concurrence of the Chauqellor of the 
Exchequer in the p0priety of my application of it or whether 
he coasiders that uobleness would he a hetter descriptioa of the. 
circtmstances which I ara about to describe. Without knowing 
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what I ara going to sa),, the right honorable gentleman accepts 
my challenge, and, thereïore, I ara justifled in exhibiting a 
speciman of the noblenes with whicl this administration of 
Ireland is conceived and euecutcd. 
I have beïore me a list of six people prosecuted, not for pub- 
lishing reports of suppressed br:mches, but for selling tlmm. 
Their uames are: Macnamara, at Tralee; M.hony, Tralee; 
Molloy Tralee ; Brosman, Killarney ; Green, at Killarney, also ; 
and at Eunis, another Macnamara. (rish honora51e me.raSers: 
" This saine man twice.") Two of the cases were dismissed, bt*t 
four of tltem were sent to prison, -- one for" a month with hard 
labor, another for a month with hard |abor, another for two 
months with Imrd labor, and anotber released on a promise hot 
to do it again. Again this method of interïering with pri*,ae 
'reedom by arbit,'ary estriction, governed by no law, justified 
by no us*ge, devised by this spirit of lrih administration 
(cheer.), and witlt respect o which I want to Inow how far 
this importation into the law anti jsrisprudence of the country 
is to be cu*a'ied under the auspices of her Majest3"'s Govern- 
ment. Well, now, sir, I want to know from the Chancello- of 
the Exchequer, if he is to speak to-night, does he see nobleness 
in the prosecution of these meu ? (',ttear, hear.") Does he think 
it ralional to psecute these men ? (Cheers.) Does he think 
it right to equire of the vender of a newspape- that he hould 
read ts contents? Does ire think if right to require that he 
should have for.med his judgment of those contents, that he 
should have ruade up his mind whether the proceedings de- 
scribed in the newspaper were legal or i[legal? and is tiret tle 
responsibility which he thinks ou,,ht to be imposed on the vender 
of a newspaper under pain of being condemned to one mouth 
or two months' iml)risonment? This administration of the 
Crimes Act to u-hich I must advisedly apply, until I um better 
instructed, the term " meanness," has 'et, ut any rate had no 
defence offered in the course of this debate. (Cheers.) The 
remaining poiat of the administration of the law on which I will 
com,nent is of a different character. It is with respect to ex- 
clusive dealing. 
It will be remembered that we, in out charges against the 
bill last year, did not sa.)" that it justifled the proceediuge of 
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exclusive dealing. I do not believe the act does jutify them ; 
butthis I am bound to say, that the interpretation of the act 
appears tobe deliberately npplied in a val"iety of instances for 
the puulshment of simple exclusive dealing. The right honor- 
able gentlem.n ought to know, if he does not, Ibr I delive¢d 
the speech in his hearing, that when I spoke of the dismissal 
of cm'ates by rcctors and the deprivation of their daily hread, 
thnt men ,ith wives and children were to be turned out upon 
the wot'ld, I was not, as the riht honorable gentlemen charged 
me, comparing them with cases of conspiracy but [ was 
comparing them with cases of exclusive dealing which, while 
thcy are practised freely both in Irelaud by tire oppouents of 
the Nationalists, and in England by the party of the right 
honorable geatlemau (Opposition cheers), unpunished by 
the law, I believe it is stretching and stt'ainiug even the 
deplo'able and shameful act of last session to make it include 
such cases. Now, sir, I wish to mention eigh cases, but firs I 
find I was qttite wrong in saying that two of the cases fo- sell- 
ing newspapers had been dismissed. They were uot. The 
defendauts were released upon p'omise, and the other four 
punished. I have now befoe me eight cases of exclusive deal- 
ing, two of which were dismissed, but in ail of which tire Gov- 
ernment proceeded. In one of these cases a man was puaished 
with a month's hard labor for mfusing to shoe a horse for a 
boycotted person ; another, lbr refusing to sell groceries toa bo'- 
cotted person ; a third, for refusing to shoe a horse ; and a fourth, 
for declining to deal with emergency mell. Those are ail cases 
of exclusive dealiug. The" are no cases of conspiracy. Iu 
fact, these men have been puuished for doing in Ireland that 
which would be perfectly lawful lu Engiand, and which, I 
believe, is perïectly lawful even in Ireland under any ftdr intet'- 
pretation of the act Now, has the act succecded or it bas 
failed ? I do not think gentlemen will object to the proposition 
that its real object was to put down the National Letgue and 
the Plan of Campaign. 
blow I corne again to the speech of the honorable member for 
East Cork (Mr. W. O'Brien) which, I venture to say, was a memo- 
table speech. (Cheers). To him, as I bave never had the privi- 
lege of private or personal communication, I will say publicly in 
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this House tiret though, as he says, imprisomnent under the con- 
dition he deseribes is a hmd and severe thing, which drives the 
iron into the soul of a man and leaves him sueh that he hardly 
ean be again whathe wasbefore, yet Itrnst that the right honor- 
able gentleman bas derived sonne consolation and encourage- 
ment to persevere, at least, lu lawful and patriotic efforts for 
setting right the wrongs of his country. I hope he has derived 
it from the enthusiastic reception that he encountered in this 
House and out of it, and, I will ad,l, for the credit of honor- 
able gentlemeu opposite, ri'oto the respectful, and, to so,ne ex- 
tent, I think, the symathetie silence widt whieh they also aecorded 
him a kindly reception. (Cheers.) The speech of the honor- 
able member was of an importance which bas hot in the smallest 
degree been appreciated by the Chief Secretary. The right 
honorable gentleman bas argued the case in his old nanner; 
and whereas the aouorable gentlem:,n charged him with having 
said that he pleaded ill-health against the prison dress, what 
pears is that the Chier Secretary says that the honorable ruera- 
ber had sheltered himself hy ill-health against the demand to 
w,,ar prison dress. For that statement of the right honorable 
gentleman, as amendcd and admitted there is nota shadow of 
fonndation. Irih cheers.) That you cannot coutradict 
although you bave plenty of myrmidons.and perhaps, some 
minions. You caunot show that either by word or act the honor- 
able memher entercd this ignomiuious plea. Why bas the 
right honorable gentleman passed hy lu silence auoher personal 
statemeut of the honorable memher, which I tell him he had no 
right to pass by, aud with respect to which I will now prit it to 
him and the Honse, Ihatafter he has h.'l an opportnnity of mak- 
ing Lord Salisbury's defence, he bas utterly failed to tender any 
defence at ail? (Cheers.) 
Ir. BaOCl. He did uot quire any. 
IMr. Gsxo. That is just the matter I ara goiug to 
argue, and we will sec how it stands. The statement of the 
member for Cork was to this effect, that Lord Salisbury in one 
of his speeches, after some jocose references which exhibit the 
rase ofthe Prime Minister (Opposition cheers), and which are 
great deal too common in speeches proceeding from such quar- 
ters held up to British indignation the illegality of the con- 
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duct of the member for East Cork, and stated tbat it had led 
to distlrbaaces, to attacks upon persons which even placed lire 
in danger, and to gross outrages. I reply, the honorable gen- 
leman stated that his iutervention at Mitchelstown produced no 
act of violence whatever, bt on the contrary averted it. The 
Chier .ecretary has hot been able to controvert tbat statement. 
(Clee's.) 2ot being able to controvert it, he bas pased it by. 
lle ha lleither the coure to prosecntc, nor the geuerosity to 
withdraw. (Clteers.) Lord Salisbul'y made an allegatiou of a 
gross and gricvous cbaraeter, which his nepbew in this House 
eannot say a word in suppo«t of. 
Now, however, he says that that allegatiou of Lord Sal]s- 
bury, injurious as itis, and remaiuing withot a sll,xlow of 
defencc, needs uo apology. (Clteers.) I hold that uutil Lord 
Salisbm T can show that he was justified lu the broad and most 
important statement tlat he ruade, a persoual apology from him 
is due to thc member for East Cork. (Oppçition cheers.) 
This is a pe«sonal matter, blt it is no slight thing that charges 
of this kind sbould be m,le by tire Prime Millis/cr, and that 
theu, fo'sooth, we sbould bave a shuffliug and a shrbkiug froln 
ally attempt to deal wi[b them. With regard to the act for 
which the member for East Cork was put in prison, the honor- 
able geutleman, bas pointed out the atteudant circmst«nces 
aud the cousequeuces of his act; but the right .honor- 
able gentleman iustead of admittig the virtue of those 
pleas, geueral]zed his charge, aud said it was the habitual and 
settled practice of tbe Irish members to do these things. Why, 
then, did they select for prosecutiou this instance, in which the 
member for Cork is able to state, witbout contradiction, that his 
intervention, whatever judgment may be given on the naked 
question of its legality, hot ollly saved tenauts ri'oto distress, 
but the public peace from disorder ami outrage? (Cheers.) 
Now I wish to call attentioa to the most important pa of 
the statement that I ara presumilg to make. Whea I heard 
the addl'ess read from th.e chair, I said that the heal't of it was 
the challenging paragraph ; aud wheu I heard the speech of the 
member for East Cork last night, I sald to myself, " Never did 
I hear so challengiug a speech." The assertions of tue member 
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Government the opportunity by contradiction, by grappling 
with those assertions of estab]isbing their case and of showing 
that their designs against the National Leag(m and tbe Plan of 
Campaig were, at least, in process of accomplisment. I|ere I 
must say a word about the Plan of Campaign. Itis an inter- 
ference with the ]aw. It bas, no doubt, substituted its authority 
for the law. Far be it from me to assert tbat necessarily such a 
p]an in the abstract is an evil. But itis something more. It 
is a sign that the ]aw does not do its work. Itis a sigu that 
the conditions of legality do hot exist. Itis a warning to set 
about restoring them. This is hot the only place where extra 
legal combinations and anti-legal combinations bave been 
broaght into existence for the purpose of mitigativg social dis- 
order. Having cited severa! of such organizations, such as the 
Swing organization, the Camorra society in Italy, and Lynch 
law in America. the right honorable gentleman said, these, ail 
of them, are in their nature evils, but such is the imperfection 
of man and the imperfection of his institutions, that sometimes 
things that are evils in themselves are the cure of greater e'ils, 
and in respect of the Plan of Campaign, what has to be shown, 
is that without it Ireland would bave been happier and more 
tranquil than itis at present. 
Having recapitulated Mr. O'Brien's six statemcnts as to the 
beneficial effects of the plan, 5Ir. Gladstone continued : Now, 
whereas we now appear to know that tbere are about forty cases 
settle(l under the Plan of Campaign, there is no case in which 
payments ruade under the plan have been censured as rapacious 
or tmreasouable by a single Land Commission. Now, be it 
recollected that I ara not arguing upon the propriety of the plan. 
I ara arguing upon its suecess. I bave shown that there is hot 
the smallest shred of contradiction against any one of those 
allegations, and tbat, taken as they stand, they show that at 
this moment, notwithstanding the boasts of the administration, 
the Plan of Campaigu stands in Ire]and entire, successfnl, and 
triumphant. Since it has been under the proscription of the 
right honorable gentleman for a certain rime, it appears, 
according to the facts before us, to weigh considerably heavier 
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than it did before he had anything to do with it, and well this 
illustrates the sueeess of the right honorable gentleman's 
policy. (Home Rule cheers. ) 
There is one still more important point. The ïight honorable 
gentleman ruade no attempt to connect the National Leagne or 
thc Plan of Cmpaign with the commission of crime and outrage. 
The Attorney-General did make an attempt, and what was the 
narrow basis of that attempt? Why, it was one upon which 
tight-rope daneer might pehaps have foond a footing, but from 
which men with only ordinary means of locomotion must have 
fallen. (L«ugbter.) He got hold of two crimes, -- one of the 
Plan of Campaign, and one of the National Leagne, and how 
he establish the connection ? Intuitively, out of his inner eon- 
scious»ess, for as he emdd hot sec the eanses of the crimes, he 
thought it reasonable to put them down to these institutions, 
ami, to prevent jealousy he gave one crime to each. (La«ghter.) 
What course was open to the honorable and learned gentleman? 
What eonrse remains open to the Goveïnment if they intend, as 
they ought deliberately and seriously, to show a connection be- 
tween crime and outr.e, and these considerable powers which 
they are laboring to put down? Thee are two coin'ses they 
might pursne. If there were gronnds for this impatation, the 
Atorney-General ought to have searehed the evidence in ail the 
numerous prosecttions the Government have instituted, and to 
bave shown from that evidence that witnesses lestified, and lhat 
judicial authority ackowledged, facts whieh tended to show 
that a conneetion existed between crime and tho lational 
League ad crime and the Plan of Campaign. 
Not the sthallest attempt was made - the honorable and 
learned gentleman or by the Govemiment to do anything of the 
kiml. The reason was that they eould find no such evidence 
and I give no credit to the Plan of Campaign or to the latioual 
League for the absence of such evidence, beeanse to encourage 
crime on the part of either, or to tolerate it, would be suicidal 
to them. (Cheers.) The right honorable gentleman might 
have pursued the course which I took in 1881, when arguing the 
unhappy bill of that year (unhappy as to the nature of its pro- 
visions), whleh was designed to meetwhat was at the time a 
most threatening evil. I argued that lhe L.nd L(.gue as i 
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he country. I showed, or tried to show, that wherever you 
traced the footsteps of the League, you traced the ilctCase of 
,crime. TheAttorney-General did hot pursue that course, be- 
,cause he knew it would result in total failure. Therefore I 
ihink we have evidence before us, so far as it goes, and it goes 
pretty far, to show that as regards these great objacts which 
lte Government h,ve had in view, of putting down the National 
X,eague and the Plan of Campaign, their efforts have resulted in 
total failure. 
Whether it be the Land Act, with its beneficial or imperfeet 
larovisious, or whether i be that dawning of the rays of bope, 
hat beginniag of he knittiug togeher of tbe hear of one 
.nation to the heart of the other, the diminution of crime is a 
maatter ofrejoicir.g, .ad we wish it were greater, we congratulate 
ghe Governmeut, aad we heçtrtily hope that in the hnds of bene- 
fieial and benign causes it may continue to deerease. Well, 
 such is the retrospect. What is the prospeet? What is to 
.oeme? Will the Government continue still to deal with signs, 
 nd never to look st the substance, to legislate agaiust symp- 
toms ad manifestations and never to toueh the disease, to try 
and prune off from the rankly luxnrious vegetation, here a 
wig and there s leaf, and never to ask themselves whether the 
 proper pnrpose and design is hot to bring it ont by thc 
roots? There are maay things whieh are sai,1 by the Go'ern- 
raeut in debate, but there is one thiag which they and their sup- 
omoEers most rarely say. I think, as far as my reeolleetion and 
experience goes I may almost veature to go fnrther, and assert 
fl*ey uever sa.v, -- I never had heaxl them express a confidence 
that they will be able to establish a permanent resistanee to the 
policy of Home lule. (Opposition cl, eers.) 
l ara glad not fo be met with adverse ehallenges when I say 
this. If this be a question of rime st ail, then it is most im- 
.1oortant to consideï what is tbe right rime. I dofft disguise any 
more than the honorable membeï for East Cork the strength of 
he combinations that are opposed to us. They are very strong 
indeed; the.y bave nearly the whole wealth of the eomtry; 
.hey have nearly the whole of the high station of the country ; 
hey have most of the elemeats of social strength which ahound 
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in them ; they bave with t.hese ail the things which belong to 
wealth, to rank, and to station in this conntt'y, which is vast in 
its atnount, they are ver T strong, attd by their stregth they 
ntay secure delay, but delay in a snbject of this kind, a con 
troversy of nations, is [tot an unmixed go(,d. It bas its 
dmters and its inconvettlences. You ,re hal)pily free at this 
moment from the slighest shadow of foreiglt complications. 
You have at this mment t.he constitutional assent of I'elan:t, 
pledged in t.he most sole[mm form, for the eflicacy of t.he policy 
which I ara considerittg. Btt the day may corne when your 
condition may hot be so happy, l cio hot expect, auy more 
than I desire, these foreig: comlflicatiotm  but still it is hot wise 
wholly to shut them ont. 
What I fcar is rather this, that if resistance fo the national 
voice of lrelalnl be pnshed too far, those who now guide the 
mind of that nation may gradttally lose their power, and may 
be sttpp[anted attd displaced by rtlder and more dangerous 
spirits. These vet'y institt:t.ions, the National Leagtte and the 
Plan of Caml)aign. whk'h wonld vanish-into thin air npon a 
rational set.tlement of the Ii'isla difficttlty, tnight with their 
power drive such dee I) roots into the soil, thc)" might acqnire 
such a mastery, if not over the :mderstandings, o'er the pas- 
slons of the people, for passions in these cases will always be 
let loose, they might acquil'e a stregth which lnay enable 
them hereafter to offer seriotts himlrances to government whieh 
is good. I ventttre to express a hope that there will he deeper 
reflection Ul)on th'ese matters. In the l):'esent administration of 
Ireland, it is t)o plain yott :tre endeavotng to do what the 
laguage of Lord SalisbuD" shows is too cleat'ly ymtr intention, 
what has long beeu endeavored, bttt tarder circ:tmstances wholly 
(lifferent. For seven hun«h'ed yea:'s, with I:'eland practically 
unrepresented, with Ireland prostrate, with the foaes of this 
great aad powerfitl island absohttely mlited, ymt tried and 
failed to do that which you are now trying to do with Ireland 
fully represented in yottr Parliamet, with Ireland herself raised 
to a position which is erect and strong, mtd with the mind of 
the people so devoted that if you look to the elections of the 
last twelve months you find that the m.jority of the people have 
voted in fayot of the concession of Home Rule. 
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If this is to continue, I would venture to ask gentlemen oppo- 
site under snch circumstances as these, and with the experieh. 
you have, is)-our persistence in this system of administratioh I 
will not say just, but is it wise is it politic, is it hopeful, is it 
conservative? (Cheers.) Now, at lenth, bethinkyourselves of 
a change, and consent to administer, and consent finally to 
legislate for Irelan , and for Scot|aud in conformity with the con- 
stitutionally expressed wishes and the profound and permanent 
convictions of the people ; and sk yourselves whether yon will 
at last consent to present to the world the spectacle of a truly 
and hot a nominally United Empire. (Lo«d Opposition, 
cheers. ) 



M. G'BIE'S SEECI-. 

Mr. W. O'BRIEN l'ose amid loud and prolo,ged cheers ri'oto 
the Irish membel's, and speaking for the first rime in this House 
since his release from Tullamore Jail, said: All the speeches 
which have been ruade in snpport of the Government have 
seemed to fo]low the keynotc struck by the Chier Secretary. 
They all appeared to De more or less artfitlly designed to draw 
angry retorts from these benches. It is one of ottr national 
faults to be ve'y ready to 'esent injustice, and a most genet'ous 
use our opponents bave made of that characteristic. (" Hear, 
hear.") The whole policy of our opponents towards Ireland, and 
the whole object of the powerfill London newspapers, seems to be 
to get at the worst side of Ii'ish and of English chat'acier, and to 
sting and gond us into doing things which wi]l put uew liïe into 
national prejudices that are expiriug in spite ofyou. (Opposi- 
tion cheers.) Irishmen and Englishmeu are Decoming only too 
united for your purpose. Yours is a amble nmbition ! But you 
bave failed in h'elaud, and yoa will fail, I promise you, iii this 
House also. There was a rime when we came here with our 
hand against every man's, and every man's hand agaiust us. We 
expected uo quarler, and to the best of out" ability we gave noue. 
It seemed to no pul'pose to struggle agaiust the tremendous and 
cruel forces arrayed against us ; but that is ail at an end forever, 
thanks to the right honorable memDer for Mid-Lothian. 
(Clleers.) 
We bave corne to this House no longer as enemies aUlollg ene- 
mies. ,Ve courir ourselves Ishmaelites no longer in this House, 
nor in this land of Eugland. We a'e now among allies and 
friends who were hot ashamed nor ail'nid to stand by our side 
and by the side of our people in man 3- a bitter hour of ri'lai 
and calumny la.st year. (Opposition cleers.) We corne here 
now among a people whose consciences, I believe, have been 
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deeply stirred by the sufferings of out unfortunate people ; and 
though we are confronted I) 3" a hostile majority, callous to those 
sufferings, we know that that majority does not represent Scot- 
land and Wales. (OloEo.itio cleers.) We helieve that it does 
hot even represent England. ( Renewed Olqosition cheers, and 
couter .[iisteril cheers.) It is a majority obtained by foui 
means and upon representatious whieh lmve turned out o be 
utterly false. We know that it is a majority who, t'o years ago, 
were hot ashamed fo reeeive lheir ooEces at the hands of the men 
whom they are now libelling in England and torturing in Ire- 
land. (Loud Opposition cheevs.) We hve no respect for that 
majority. I doubt whelher i their secret hearts many of them 
bave mueh respect for thensel'es. ("/reqr, ear.") I knock" very 
well that tlley are ext'emely il! t case. We believe, as I say, 
tht we are winning. (Cheers.) The right honorable gentle- 
man opposite (the Chier Seeretar3- ) has fai|ed in Ireland. 
(Home Rtde check's.) Ite bas failed to smash oto" organization. 
He has fidled to bre ak the spirit of onr people. Itc bas failed 
to de'ade us, I won't say in tbe eyes of out eount:,¢'men for 
that wonld he absurd, but in the eyes of every bonest man 
withiu thesc three reahns. He bas t'ailed in every one of those 
ca|eultins in whieh he indulged so eonfidently last autnmn. 
I shall prove belbre I sit down that failure is writtenon every 
clause and upon every provision of this aet, abject failure, dis- 
comfiture, and disgrace. I shall he able to prove that sorely 
as onr people have been tried and wronged, that they have 
managed to survive oue of the most horrible Coercion Aets 
that bas ever heen directed against hmu.n libem'ty : tbt they 
bave been able to crush and baIfle it at every point, nd that 
without one deed that they look upon with shame, but by 
sheer force of an incomparable ntional feeling. [Çhee»'s.) 
ow, in the first place, I shall try to del very shortly with my 
own case; and if I refer to it at all, it is, no in order to 
notice file eoarse sneers oï the honorable memher for South 
Tyroue (lr. T. W. Russell),--I do not think it would be 
as parliamentary as it is true to s)- malignant sneers (" tt¢ar 
he«r "),- 1 think it possible that before very long those sneers 
may he answered inthe only way they deserve, by the electors of 
South Tyrone, -- it is hecause I recognize that I am the very 
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worst parliamentary criminM under this act. I am the only 
ose who could have been proceeded against under the ordinary 
common law, with the shadow of a chance of conviction. 
Every colleague of mine who h.qs been punished is being pun- 
ished for new and statut.able offences for which no jury in the 
world would conrict nnder the ordina'y law. The point I l)ess 
al)on the H«mse is that if I can jnstiïy my offcnce, then I say, 
with a thousand rimes more force, the conviction of every ose of 
my colle:,gues is an ontrage upon justice and their treatment in 
prison is an indelible disgrace to the man who planned it. I find 
that foui misrepresentatiou has been resorted to to mislead and 
to dcceive tlm English public as to the offence fol' which ][ was 
sentence(l. 
Within the last week I have bcen reading the papers, and I 
ara sorl T to find that Lor(1 Salisbury was sot abo'e stool)ing to 
encour:ge and to lead this atteml)t most nnïairly and untruly to 
poison the English mind against me. He ruade a speech ai 
Oxïord, in which he indulged in flouts and gibes ai my own 
humble expense. I do i)ot complais of that. Itis sot the first 
rime that he has been acused of making flouts ad bes ai the 
expense of persons with whom he was more intimately allied 
than he is with me. (Opposition cheeïs and laughter.) But 
here is how this great noblemal) describes my case to au English 
audien,-e. He says, « What is there in the case of Mr. O'Brien 
to make him a martyr?"And then he goes on with his credit- 
able witticlsms. He says « ][ do sot refer to his sn:dl clothes. 
(Laughteï.) Their vicissitudes wouhl furnish a theme for an 
epic (rewewed la,ghter), and I hope su Irish barri will 
arise worthy of the snbject. (Couti»tued la,tghtï.) But taking 
the mas al)art from his clothes."(Roars ,,f l, tughter; 
isterial cheers.) I notice that your cheers do not rie fo a roar. 
(Opp,,sitiot cheeïs.) I do sot answer these remarks. The 
noble lord went on, 't What is there fo excite the swnpathy of 
the loyal subjects of England? He broke the law; he incited 
others to break the law, sud lecommended that the mes who 
were endeavoriug to collect just debt shoul,1 be me withvio- 
leste. In consequence of his recomnendation, they were met 
with violence. They were scalded with hot water, and some of 
them were brought next to death's door. What is there to excite 
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the sympathy of the loyal subjects of England?" (Cries of 
" ot]i,g.") 
Now I shal[ tell yon briefly the cieumstances under which 
my advice was given, and the esults of that advice. I will 
ask any caudid man lu England, after he has heard me, 
whether that speech of Lo<l Sa[isbm'y is hot calculated to con- 
ve)- to the average Englishman an nnpression, so false, so mis- 
leading, that I ara afraid I should be obliged to travel beyond 
the region of pur[iamenta'y epithets to characterize it. Now, 
on the 2d of August, this IIouse Lad, practically speaking, 
passed the Laud Bill, enabliag over a thousand people of Mitch- 
e[stown, who were leaseholders, to bave their rents rcvised. On 
the 8th of August, word reached ne that the police and tbe mili- 
taL¥ were gatheiug in Mitchelstown to carry out an evicion 
campaign. Tire effect of that campaign would have been to 
fot'esta[1 ail the operations of the Land Bill, and, practica[[y 
speaking to defeat the intentions of Par[iamet, and to fling 
these poor people nake(i upon the world before the relief, which 
was actually enteriug the door, could reach them. (Opp»sition 
check's.) That was techuically [egal for the landlord for a few 
days longer, but I hold that if ever there was a crime coin- 
mi{tvd against society, it was that which was being attempted 
the day I went d,»wn to Mitche[stown. Vell, but what was to 
be donc? If the 'igbt honorable baronet, the late member for 
West Bristol (Sir bi. Hicks-Beacl), were still Chier Secretary, 
at ail events, in his ear[y lnanue', we might bave had some 
hope thtt the Queen's troops would hot have been ruade accom- 
plices in such an act. 
On the da)" I reached Mitchelstown, on the appeal of Ihese 
poor people, I fonnd that evictions had already been carried out 
on the uon-residential holdings, where there was no possibility 
of reistance. Ah ! It is an old story in Ieland. No me'cy for 
the weak who can make no resistance, no scruple about l)erpe- 
trating a Wl)ng when it cau be done in the dark. (Home R«le 
chee«s.) That was the bitter thought which passed tht'ough my 
mind that day» when these poor people, my own constituents 
came to me in helplessness and dcspair, to know what was to be 
done to save them from the ruin that was impending. There 
was just o)e hope for these people in all the worhl, and it 
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was this. The Northwich election was pending (Opposition 
cheers), aud the Irish evictions were an awkward topic for a 
Tory candidate. The stories of Glenbeigh and Bodyke were 
beginuing to horlSfy the English mind. I knew that Tory 
statesmen would hot scruple to lend troops if it could be done 
without commotion, but I thought they might hesitate, lest they 
should lose the Northwich election. I had uot a moment.to 
consult anybody, and absolutely on my own responsibility, and 
on the Sl)Ur of the moment, I did there and then, in the open 
square of Mitchelstown, and iii the hearing of a numher 
of policemen, tell the pcople if, unde" thcse special cir- 
cumstances, tbe evictions we'e carried out hefore the Land Bill, 
which was ahnost law, did become law, it would be no outrage 
of the law, and that thcy would be justified before God and 
man in defendiug their homes I)y every honest means. (Cheers.) 
I might have been right, or I might have been wrong. I 
have no doubt that technically it was illegal foi" me to save the 
peol)le, as it was legal for the landlords in a few days to ruin 
them. Technically speakiag, I date say, it would be an e'asiou 
of the law to hold the arm of an executioner if the executioncr 
and I kuew that a reprieve was actually arriving. That was 
precisely the case with these poor people. The reprieve was 
coming, and the reprieve has come. (Cheers.) Whether I 
was right or wroug in law, the result proved that I did hot mis- 
calculate the statesmanship and the morality of the Tory 
Go'el"nment. What happeued? The moment that it became 
evldent that those eviction scenes would ring thloughout Eng- 
land, the eviction campaign was abandoned. The ve 5" da)" I 
ruade that speech in Mitchelstown, ail was peace with the 
tenants. Not another.evictiou took place, and Captain Pluakett, 
who came down to superintend the eviction campaign, remained, 
I ana glad to sa3", and p-oud t, sa)-, onl 3" to turn his energles to 
getting up a prosecution against me. Not a single eviction has 
taken place there from that da)- to this ; hot an act of violence 
bas been committcd : hot a blow has beeu struck ; not a single 
hai" has been injured of any police officer or bailiff in consequence 
of that speech of mine. Not one ; and yet Lord Salisbury is not 
ashamed to say what he did. 
rhat was the result? That those poor tenants, who but for 
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our action --but for the action of John ]Iandeville and myself 
--wonld have been beggared and homeless men, were able to 
take advant,ge of the Land Act, such as it was, while we we'e in 
prison. A Lnnd Sub-Commission carefully chosen, was sent 
down to the ]Iitchelstown estate to prophesy against us, md to 
provethe guilt and the dishonesty oftbe Plan of Caml)aigu. But 
they conld not doit. These picked To T ofiîcials, two of them 
eonvicted rack-renters, were oblied to declare that these poor 
tenants were entitled to remain in their homes and ou lower 
terms and ata lower 'ent than had been demanded. (Loed 
cheers.) What bas happened si.nce ? The lan¢llord bas actualiy 
taken refuge from the judgment of even a To:y Land Commission 
in the moderation of tire Plan of Campaign. Three d:ys ago 
my hono'able fricnd and eollegue, the mcmber fol" South Tippe- 
rary, signe(I, sealed, and ¢lelivered a trea(y which secm'es these 
poor people safely to their homes. This is the transaction as to 
which Lord Salisbury is hot ashamed to sa), that I "recom- 
men¢led that the men who were employed hy the Crown in the 
recovery of just debts should be met with violence, aud that in 
consequence, some were malteated and scalded and broght to 
death's door." (Opposition cries of 
that hot a single net of violence to«,k place in an,," way on the 
estate after my speech. But justice ws secured to those people 
and their child'en in their homes. (C'hers.) 
If there is auybody who bas reason to blush at the naine of 
]Iitchelstown, and to remember lIilchelstow upart from the 
blood that was shed there, I slmuld think it is hot I but ber 
][ajesty's Govenment. They had neither the humanity to for- 
bid these evictions nor the courage to persevere with them. 
They supe'ihtended and sauctioued them as long as there was 
any prospect of resitance ; they had the cowardice to abandooE 
them the moment they threatened to become incouvenieut to a 
Tory candi¢late, and they had the incredible meanness, while my 
hauds were bound in p'ison, to present a story to the English 
people, in a f:dse and uatruthful gnise, in order to reconcile 
Englishmen to having me treate¢l worse than a thief or a cut- 
throat, for saving my own constituvnts trom the rate which now 
the Land Commissioners and eve5"body on this eart-h acknowl- 
edge would have been a most nnmerited and a most awful 
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calamity. I won't weary the House by going into all the miser- 
able circumstances, ail the foui play, and the violence and the 
indecencies that were resorted te against us. Unfortunately 
they are common-place and every-day occurrences in Ireland, 
through the infamous tribunals you have set up. I certainly ara 
net going te enter into any recital of the miserable little prison 
torments and iuiquities that were employed te give us pain and 
humiliation, and te besnirch the character of the Irish represen- 
tatives in the eyes of the people of England and Ireland. 
think we can afford te pass these things hy. I believe that out 
opponeuts are net ail se lest te generous and mauly sentiments 
as net te fcel ashamed rather thau exultant about thc Chief 
Secretary's exploits. 
There is another class of opponcnts. I am sorry te think 
that men who are capable of inlicting pain of this description 
are quite capable of deriving a still keener pleasure in knowing 
that the torments have teld, and that their victims smart under 
their wounds. I cannot gratif)" them, for the simple reason 
that I de net feel wounded. I de net feel in the least de- 
graded. I rather suspect that the right honorable gentleman, 
under his jaunty bearing, has his conscience net quite se easy 
as mine. I confess that I did feel keenly when in prison a let- 
ter which the right honorable gentleman published te a Mr. 
Armitage, net making any honest chm'ge against me, but con- 
veying a stealthy and loathsome insinuation that I sheltered 
myself under the plea of illness frein being forced te wear 
prison dress. I challenge the right honorable gentleman te 
refer te auy one of the three official doctors who examined me, 
for one tittle, I will net say of foundation, but even of coun- 
teuance, for such an assertion. (Loud eheevs.) Here we are 
new face te face. (GTet cheevingfrom the Opposition.) I chal- 
lenge him in defence of his own character, for it is his own 
character that is at stake (cheers), te appeal te any one of 
those three officiais te give him the slightest countenance. 
(" Her, heur.") 
I have said I was angry about it when in prison, but since 
reading the letter over fully, I ara angry no longer ; I confess it 
ould be an ample vengeance, if I were a ranch more vindictive 
man than I ara, for a statesman who had any reputation te lose, 
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to pen such a letter. (Cheers.) The letter conveyed a hideous 
and cowardly impatation against a man whose mouth was shut. 
(Cheers.) Tbat letter breathed in every sentence of it tbe tem- 
per ofa 'eaten and an angry man (cheers), -- I was going to 
say, of an angry woman (lglter and cheers), bnt I don't 
want to say it, becanse it would be a gross libel on a gentle and 
tender sex. ("Hear, hear.") From ail I ha'e been able to learn 
in Enland since, I feel that it is ,m longer necessary for us to 
defend ourselves to the English people. (Cheers.) I feel there 
is hot a Tory of tbe fifth or sixth magnitude, who really in his 
heart believes for one iustant that Irish members are such poor 
creatures as to cry out against tire .ppearance of a prison. 
( Cheers. ) 
The honorable member for Tyrone (Mr. T. W. Russell) said 
that we attemptcd to set up a distinction bctween members of 
Parliament and the peasants, out comrades and fi'iends who are 
convicted under the act. There is hot a shadow or a tittle of 
foundati(,n, for that slatement. ("Hear, lea'.") We hae 
claimed nothing for ourselves as members of I)arliament that 
we don't clailn equally for every man convicted under the sum- 
mary clauses of the act ; for if he isa cminal, there is no reavon 
why he should hot be tried before the ordinary tbunal. 
(«, Hear, /er.") We do hot ask poor men to make a hard 
fight haler by resistance to prison rules ; but if we win, they 
shall win as well as ourselves. (" Hear, hear.") Our position 
simply this : ¥ou are perfectly velcome to treat us to all the 
pnnishments that your courts of law prescribe for the çery vilest 
miscreant in society, -- the plank bed, or bread-and-water diet- 
solitary cbnfinement, or deprivation of books and writiug mate- 
riais ; you are perïectly welcome to heap every physical degrada- 
tion on us, if that is your generois ad chivalrous treatment of po- 
litlcal prisoners, and you will never hear a word of complaint from 
us if you stick to that ; but if you hot only do that, but go fnr- 
ther, and t T and subject us to moral torture, from which crimi- 
nais are altogether exempt, when you ask us to make a volun- 
tary acknowledgement of our equality with criminals, then we 
say, '" 1o; we will die first (cheers fro I'ish mebers), 
and you will bave to learn the distinction between your criminal 
classes and I%h politial prisoners, eve if it should take a 
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corono"s jury and their verdict to make the distinction." 
(Loud cheers.) I can only sa)- that if any one has reason to 
blush, it is hot we. (' Hear, heav.") I hope I ara not detain- 
ing the House. (Cheers.) 
The only thing I can l)lead is, that I shall not have an oppor- 
tunity very soon of claiming your attention ; but I should like 
to ask, "Where is ail this to end ?" What object has it accom- 
plished? and if it is to go on for ever and for ever, what object 
can it ever possibly accomplish except miser)" to a weak people 
and eternai worry and shame to yourselves? (Cheers.) Is it 
the object of the right houorable gentleman to convert the Irish 
people, or to dragoon them ont of the aspirations which -tre as 
deeply lodged in the breasts of millions of lnen as tlle hlood in 
their hearts ? Does tire right honorable geutleman in his wildest 
hour imagine that he bas ruade ofie single geuuinc convert 
through the length and breaflth of Ireland? (oEeers.) Eveu 
to take it on the lower and meancr sphere of brute force, I ask 
the right honorable gentlem:m to naine oue single village club 
that he has effecmally stamped out. (Cheevs.) C he pro- 
duce a single man from out ranks that he has really fi-ightened, 
as the result of ail the ter]'ific pover that he has been wielding 
in Ireland ? 
I ask honorable gentlemen opposite to rememher with what a 
shout of exultation they passed the Çrimes Act last session, and 
how they triumphed over us. I can well remember the shouts 
and peals of delight with which they welcomed the declaration 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, I think, when he said this 
was to be a duel to the death between the National League -md 
the Government, and that they accepted the challenge. Well, 
are they satisfied with the resnlts? (Cheers and laughter.) 
ask honorable gentlemen whether they would have yelled so 
loudly last autumn if they could have foreseen the results of 
the most terrible Çoercion Act ever passsd, giving the most un- 
checked powers that ever a despot was armed with, would be so 
miserable and ignominions and mean? (Cheevs.) Did ),ou 
or did you not expect that the act would crash the National 
League? Honorahle gentlemen are silent. (Ceers.) 
m«mber the shout of derision which came from the other side of 
the ttcuse when I ventnred to intimate a doubt whether the act» 
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terrific as it looked, would succeed in crushing the Plan of Cam- 
paign. Has it been crushed, or even crippled? (Clteers.) Ask 
the deputation of Irish landlords (laugltter and clteers)who 
waited on Lorl Salisbury the other day with a begging letter,-- 
ask then how many of them would be willing to try a fall with 
the Plan of Campaign in the morning. (C'lteers anà lauglter.) 
It has never had so lmiform and unbroken a course of victories 
as it bas had this winter. 
The greater nnmber of the important struggles in which we 
were engaged when this act was passed bas been brought to a 
victorious conclusion under the mouths of the right honorable 
gentleman's guns. (Check'c.) Aud npon what terms? I 
could speak for an hour, giving you instances of the results ; but 
the one thing that applies to them ail is, that in every single 
instance at least the orgin,l demands of the tenants bave been 
acceded to. (L'Hea', Iteav.") Every evicted tenant has been 
reinstated (cI.eers), and every shilling of law costs incurred 
in the struggle has been borne as an indemnity by the landlords. 
(Che¢çs, aà "2Vo.") You could have got as good a result as 
that without the act. On Lord de Freyne's estate, when the 
act was passing, the agent Ir. M'Dougal, wrote this letter: 
"Spot the men in your district who alpe abIe fo lmy and won't  
we will see now that the Coercion _kct is about to become law, 
whether we won't nmke thetn honest men." It lurned out that 
the dishonest men beat r. M'Dougal and his tuaster. They 
hal confidence in the Crimes Bill and the right honorable geatle- 
man last autumn. Where is Mr. lI'Dougal to-çlay? He is 
gone, dismissed, and eveLvthing that the tenants were then 
denmnding bas been conceded. 
The very day after I came out of prison I learned that the 
new agenghad had an interview with two of the most promi- 
rient of the campaigners on the estate, and he hOt only 
agreed to the tenants' trms, but he agreed to refnnd the sure of 
over £1,700 which Mr. I'Dougal ha«i dishonestly extorted 
from the tenants belote the Plan of Campaign. (Clteers.) This 
money was wrtmg from the ten.qnts by terror, by serving one 
hnndred aud fifty writs of ejectruent betbre they had the protec- 
tion of the Plan of Campaign. 
Then as to the estate of Bodyke where the proceedings 
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last summer horrified England, and for which her Mujesty's 
Goveïnment could provide no ïemedy; what is the result? 
Last year, Mr. O'Callghan, one of the hmxtest rack-renteïs, 
reftsed an offer of £907 for a year and a half's rent of fif'-seven 
tenants; he has now accepted £1,000 to wipe off two years' 
rent of sevent)'-two tenants. (Clee's ad 1cg],teï.) That is 
to sas', after losing ail his money, and after costing the Bitish 
taxpas-er £40,000 for the expenses of his evictions (cheers), 
he has now corne to the conchsion, an.l he is one of tbe most 
desperate of rack-renters, that the Crimes Act is no go, and he 
has struck his fl.ag to the Plan of Canpaign upon worse terres 
for him by far than he would bave got before the passing of the 
Crimes Act. (Cleers.) Only tbis ver s" da)" a letter came to my 
honorable friend, the member for East Mayo (Sir. Dillon), from 
the principal man who stood almost between the living and the 
dead on that estate,-- the Rev. Peter Mml0hs" , -- in which the 
writer said: ,i A thousand thanks for check. You have acted 
nobly by ts, and we have every reason to thank and be grateful 
to you. What pleases me most of ail is, that or victory over 
Colonel O'Callaghan is complete, and approved by ail who tmder- 
stand the matter fnlly. He did his utmost to get the tenants to 
purchase. He would have sold on any terms rather than yield 
fo the plan, but we ahsolntely refnsed to purchase as long as the 
tope remained round our necks. (Cheers.) We woald hot en- 
terrain the idea of purchasing at ail, until restored to our hold- 
ings and free as the mountain air to meet him on equal terms." 
(Cleers.) 
"The next gale," the writer says, "is hot to be asked until 
the end of June. Reductions suited to the different degrees of 
po-erty, of fiïteen per cent upwards to tventy-five ami thirty 
per cent are secured." (Cleers.) That is the way the right 
honorable gentleman is abating the power of the Plan of Cam- 
paign. (Reewed ches.) And remember that these poor ten- 
ants have won in spite of him, hot me'el 3" by a(lherig to the 
Plan of Campaign, but also because every man of them who was 
evicted retook possession of his holding in defiance ofthe Climes 
Act, and has held possession of his holding for the last six 
months. (Cheers.) And the lesson the right honorable gentle- 
man, thistriumphant Cromwell (laughter), has taught them is 
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that thanks to tbeir owa pluck and hot to llis mercy they are 
more secure in tbeir bornes to<lay, -- wel], than tbe ght honor- 
ahle gentleman was in his tenancy of the Treasury Bench. 
( Cheevs ad la'agioter.) 
I ara a this moment ociall)' aware of several esates where 
the straggle is still proceeding. The landlords are placing thei' 
hopes, and are opcning heir negotiations, not with be right 
honorable gentlemau or wifl Dublin Castle but with t]le man 
who sits there, my honorable friend, lhe honorable mcmber for 
East 5[ayo (loed cheo), and with oher members of his 
cfiminal and illegal conspiracy; a couspiracy as to whose 
dishonesy we have heard so may homilies from honorable 
gent]emen opposie. Why, I sometimes wonder that the homilies 
hey add'ess to us and to out sufl'ing people upon the'violations 
of he te» commandmeuts do hot bliser the lips that utIer them. 
(" l]e(t', lear.") This dishonest conspiracy. No land court that 
has ex.er revid their demauds has beeu able to pronoance them 
to he other han moe just and mee]erate. ("ea' hear.") 
My bonoçble frieud, the member for Cork, menioned the 
other night that there were only hree really great estates in 
]land on which the landlords are oring any resistance. One 
of them is thc Brooke estate, in he county of Wexford, where 
the agent, Cal)tain Hamilon, is an emeency man by profes- 
sion. (" Heaï., beau'.") The second is Lord Massamene's prop- 
erty, in the counçv of Louh where the agents also are emergeucy 
men by professiou ; and he third is the estate of Lord Clan- 
carde. ] mus be a poud thing for Euglishmen to know that 
the righ honorable genleman on tha estate was exercising one 
of he moe ubominable systems of pctty peroecution hat ever 
as 1)'acised, in order to st'ike down the defeuders of those 
p- people,  smoher their voices, and to tie heir hauds 
their strugg]e with a man who in the Queen's on law courts bas 
bee branded as a monser of cruelty and avarice! 
cheevs.) I wish he Majesty's Governmet jv of ail e credi 
tha they will get out of their hOy alliance with Lo'd Clanri- 
carde (" Hear, hea»,'" ad laughter), and I wish him joy or' all 
the rent he will get out of them. (Cheers ad laglter.) 
The lhct is, ad there isno use in blinking it, that, instead o1' 
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overthrowing the Plan of Campaign, the right honorable gentle- 
m.n has only ruade it more secure and more irrestible, by driv- 
ing ,ls to do our business with less publicity. (" Hear, hear.") 
The machiner)' of the pl.'m has bce,l now perfcctcd to such a 
degree that we find that one single camlmign on an estate is 
sufficient to kcep the peace of a whole county. (Cheers.) 
Aye, and to settle the rents of a whole county more satisfacto- 
rily and more ho-estly than an army of land commissioners. 
("H«ar, ltear.") I will tell you why. It is a very simple reason. 
Becmse the penalties of such a strtggle are so henry as to in- 
timidate any tenantry from putting forward an tmjnst demand, 
and they are also sufliciently great to tcrrify a landlord from 
resisting ajust demm, d. (" II«et', hear.") It may be a rough- 
and-ready method; no doubt it is; but what is the result? 
That in ninety-uine cases out of one hundred last winter it suc- 
ceeded without any struggle at all. 
I challenge honorable gentlemen who speak of the immoral- 
ity and dishonesty of the Plan of Campaign, -- I challenge the 
right houorable gentleman to mme any single deed of outrage 
or of crime that is traceable to the Plan of Campaign, from end 
to end of Ireland. (Cheers.) I challenge him to naine anyone 
case lu which the demands we bave put forward have been de- 
clared by any land commissioner or judical tribmml in the 
country to be dishonest or exorbitant. I challenge him more 
than all to addnce to the Hotse to-night one solitary case iii 
which he has succeeded, with all his powers and his terrors, iu 
breal, ing up a combination that was once formed on an estate. 
(Cheer,.) Aud remember alva.vs that this Plan of Campaign 
is the. merest segment of the Irish diffictflty. It is a mere 
rongh-and-ready way, which has been round effective to cure the 
blunders of your legislation, and to cure your folly in not 
closing wlth the bill of my honorable ft'iend, the member for 
Cork. (Cl, eers.) My honorable friend and myself aml othcrs 
are the mere Uhlans and ctulets to the army of millions of Irish- 
men who stand ranked under the standard of my honorable 
friend, the member for Cork. (Cheers.) 
 Now, as to the National League, I want to examine the rght 
honorable gentleman. (Laughter.) We have heard it stated 
over and over again in most pol'tentiots accents in this House, 
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Govermuent coald not co-exist in Irelaud ; that either une or the 
other must pack np aud go. What bas .'dl this rail tk corne 
tu? (" Hear hear.") Is the Leage gone, or dues it show the 
slightest sign of going? Thcre are eighteeu hundred branches 
of the National Leagm in ][reland ; rather more, ][ believe now, 
because the right honorable gentleman's act has a, lded some 
more. (Cheers.) lot more than two hundred and fifty ofthose 
branches havc been nominally grappled with. There are about 
fifteen bundred branches, or over rive sixths of the whole or- 
ganization, ou which uot a linger has beeu laid. Why? Is it 
that the right honorable gentleman has conceived a sudden 
affection for the National League? (Laghter.) Is it that these 
b'anches ae dec[ining in power, or is it that they have abated 
their principles une jot in terror  .No ; but because the Goveru- 
ment bas ruade sueh a disastrous and grotesque mess of their 
atteml) tu suppress a couple of huudred branches that they 
dared hot face the ridicule, the colossal collapse, that wonld 
attend any attempt tu grapple with the whole of this organi- 
zatioa. ( Cheers. ) 
Everybody who knows the so-called suppressed counties of 
Ker T and Clare knows that the suppressed branches hold their 
meetingsjust asusual, under the nosesof the police. Wekuowit 
by the figures and by the cash which cornes that the subscriptions, 
instead of falling off, are increasiug. The resolutions are passed 
in the usual way, and I can tell you they are regarded with more 
sacredness and more efficacy than usual by the whole community. 
I will rend an extract from a branch report in United JIreland 
the week before last (" He(tr, hear"), une of these snppressed- 
branches which have, according tu the local policeman, disap- 
peared from view. It says : " A large representative meeting 
was held on Monday, Mr. George Pomeroy in the chair." No 
concealment of names. " Balloting fur officers and committee 
took place with the following result, after a most vigomus com- 
petition for offices (ZVatioualist chee'8) the only emolmneut for 
which will probably be a couple of months in jail : J. O'Callaa, 
60 votes G. Pomeroy 58 ; S. O'Keef% 56 ; D. Haulon 50 ; 
O'Leary, 60 ; Power 44 ; Fitzpatrick 47" ; and su ou. «, The 
first rive are elected." (Vationalist cheers.) 
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There is no disguising the fact that your whole suppres- 
sive machiner)', the whole machiner), f,r 'effectually sup- 
pressing the League, has totally broken dowu, and for a very 
simple reason, because the act was conccived upon the 
theory tbat ),ou were dealing with a people who were only 
pining to be delivered from the terrorism of the National 
League (cheers), wherea you find to your cost you are dealing 
with a people who are the League themselves, ready to guard it 
with their lires, and to undeo ail)- amount of torture rather 
than betray it. (lationalist chee's.) Why do yo hot put 
the Secret Inquiry clauses in force for the purl)ose of supprcss- 
ing brauches of the Natioual League? Why! Because you 
know you would bave to senti thousands of peol)le to jail who 
would rather go there thau let you wring one tittle of informa- 
tion out of them. Yolr only other source is inïormers, and it 
is our proudest boast that with au organization nmnbering 
upwards of 500,000 men, up to this ime you have hot beeu able 
to bring a single informer iato the market, though no doubt the 
market price of the article was never higher. (Chee,'s.) 
I want the Sght honorable gentlemau to tell us hee to-uight 
what he has got by all his wiht and vicious lungcs against the 
Irish people. 1 have no patience with talking of" crime in Ire- 
land," outside Kerry. The Moonlighters and the Government 
have had Key to themselves for the last rive or six years. Be- 
tween them be it, and let them diTide the houors. (Loud la- 
tionalist cheers.) They tell us of a number of persous partially 
boycotted. I do hot kuow what the local policeman may be 
pleased to call "persons partially boycotted" ; but I am prett¥ 
sm'e the list would go up or dowu, according to the requirements 
of the Government. Let the right honorable gentleman gi'e us 
-a list of new land-grabbers who have taken farms (cheers), 
or let him give us a list and I only wish he would, of the 
lad-grabbers who, since this act has been put in force have 
accepted their neighbors' fatras. As to legitimate boycotting, 
I shall always hold with the perfect right of the community 
¢o exercise legitimate influence on men who for their own base 
and greedy pro'poses ae the pests of society. 
I adroit that there are two classes of victims at the mercy of 
.the Chier Secretar.) b --public speakers and public newspapes 
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Public speeches ae the merest appendages of our oanization. 
And why are public speakers at his mercy ? Simply and solely 
because we do uot choose to be driven away ri'oto our ïree right 
of public meeting, btt choose to assert it, as Mi-. Blunt chose to 
assert it in tbe light of day. (Cheers.) If we choose to give 
out" speeches in private, we could run a coach aad four through 
the provisions of this oet with absolute impuaity. My friends 
here were for months eagaged on the Plan of Campaign. We 
bave no secrets we are afraid to acknowledge. (" Oh, oh.") 
Noue. I only hope the honorable gentlemau who says ' Oh" 
-- (au ho,orable nenber : " Rochester".) Certainly. Theyhave 
acttmlly been for months aud months ou the business of the Plan 
of Campaig even with warrants over their heads. 
Talk of me in counectioa with Mitcbelstowu. I ma)" be giv- 
ing tl:e right honorable gcntleman a tip, but I do hot object to 
say that my honorable fi'iend, thc memher for South Tippcra,'y 
(Mr. J. O'Connor) was far and away a more formidable person 
than I was in thc Plan of Campaign ; btt because he happens 
to be a man of few words, he wi|l be walking in this lobby to- 
morrow night in«tead of ïeposiug on a plank bed, as he would 
if he had spoken. (Cleers.) I do hot miad telling it, and he 
will not mind it either for his work and he is victorious. 
might say a good deal about the meanuess or" this policy of sub- 
jecting journalists to milk-and-water diet, for the simple fact that 
they recorded thc ribt honorable gentleman's failure ("Her, 
hear"), because that is the sting of tbeiï offence--because the 
meetiugs are held, and held in spite of the Govenmeut. (Lourd 
Nationalist cheers.) You might as well issue a proclamation 
suppressing the sun in the heavens, and then go about smashing 
the faces of the sun-dials foc recordiug that the suu is moVin 
on its way in spite of you. (Laughter end cleers.) Worse 
siill is it to attack the humble news venders and inlimidate 
their wives and their liltle children. ('Hear hear.") 
The Chier Secretary miht have ïemembered that the ïight 
honorable gentleman who sits next him (Mr. W. H. mith) is a 
person who in former years migbt easily have corne under the 
saine category. (alfonalist cheers.) The right honorable 
gentlemen sold Uited Irelald in his day. ("IIe(tr, leaï.") 
I mention it hot as a reproach to him for he was an extremely 
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good customer ; but if he had not parted with his Irish business- 
as he did, under the subsequeut legislation of this Gove'nment, 
the right honorable gentleman wonld have been liable at this 
moment to three months on a plank bed for having for six 
months sold the pper. (Cheers.) I llope that chi'ah\)" o 
that side of the ttouse has not died out, and that they will hot 
resent in the case of a mise'able shopkecper at Killa'uey hat 
they will coudone in a hIisistcr of Enland. 1 can sl)eak of my 
own kuowledge of that policy, and its absolute and downright 
faihu'e, eve against so vulnerable and perishable a prol)ei't Y as 
we know a uewspaper is. But the riglt hono'ablc geutlcmau 
has not succeeded in suppressing a single newspnlc', and he 
neve'will, although he has p'ocecded from thc cdilors to the 
printers, ami from thc p.intet.s to the l)'inter's dcvils. (Chec)'s.) 
There is ouly one redeemiug feature in the right honorable 
gentleman's policy, and thnt is its colossal and monumental 
failm'e. That ïact actually softelm in thc hearts of he I'ish 
people the memory of the atrocities he has committed aga]nst 
them. We feel that we bave taken his measm'e now, and that 
we are a match fol" him. (Irish cheers.) We lbel that he bas 
failed, and that he will go ou failig as long as g.ass grows and 
watcr runs. Ve are ahost g'ateful to him for wlmt he h:s 
done to advance the h'ish cause by awakening tle consciences 
of Englishmen (O!ffosition cheers), by knitting the two l)eoplcs 
together in common hnman sympatlk-, and commou ahhom'ence 
of the b'utal and cruel system of tcm'orism whici he is cxhibit- 
ing in fu[l v,-orking o'der in h'ela»d. The Chmcellor of the 
Exchequer claimed at Hastings that at ail events the Chieï Sec- 
retaT had held his owu. This was rather a meek and mas- 
sumlng clalm after the high and sweliiug boasts that wc heard 
from the saine lips in the pahny days of last session. (Check's.) 
But has he even he[d his own? He has demoralized every 
department of his own I'ish govermneut, and ever)" class of his 
own officiais. There is not an office in Dublin Castle that is uot 
at this momeut subjected to as much espionage and às mauy 
precatioas against betrayal as if it were the palace of the Cza'. 
(' Hea" heav.") He has the distinction of havig developed au 
entirely new phase of the Irish difficulty amoug her Maje.t.v's 
soldiers. 
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lIy friend Mandeville and myself were whirled away by spe- 
cial lrain in the middle of the night to T(lllamore, ,and I collfess 
][ felt considembly consoled when ] lieard tlmt tbe next use the 
light Imnorable gentleman had to make of a special train was 
to take her lI,ajest:"s soldiers away from Tullamore for cheering 
]Iandeville and myself. (La«glder «ld cheers.) Don't let him 
ride off on the statement that tlmse were mere Irlsh soldiers. 
Some of them wm, no d0ubt; bnt there were also hls own 
comltrymcn, the Scottish F(asileers. (Cleers.) By some 
lmppy accidelt they too had to be h(lrried off by speclal train 
for some awkward manifestations at ]Iitchelstown. The right 
honorable gcntleman had to employ police patrols to watch the 
pinson officials. Ho cammt evcal count on the Royal Irish Con- 
stabflal:-, for to my own k»owlcdge he had to employ policemen 
to wilch thc police. (Laugltter al, d cheers.) That is what is 
c,alled "holding his owl in Ireland." He succeeded only in 
kicking ot a few of the bonfires th,at were lighted on the occa- 
sion of oui" release; but lhe spirit of nationality that llghted 
them is bes"ond bi power. :It wi|l b(lrn when the memory of 
his unh.ppy time in I'eland will be a mere speck among the 
dark clouds of misgovernment, which are passing away into a 
forgotten and foliven past. 
Tire right honorable gentlemal and his friends plead for a 
little more time. Thcre ,are in this House many membel who 
can remember Mr. Forster's lriumphant account of his experi- 
elme at Tlllamore ; that he was winning ; that the people were 
with him; that the foliowers of my honorable friend (Mr. Par- 
nell) were a mere back of broken men and reckless boys, and 
that yoal had ofly to give him (Mr. Forster) a little more tlme 
to make his victory appeal" to all the world. That was seven 
years ago ; but the triumph bas not appeared. Does the wildest 
man in this House imagine that lhe second Tullamore experience 
will be more successful ? Does the Chief Secretary's best friend 
claire that he is a cleve'er man or a more profound statesman 
than Mr. Forster ? He is no doubt in a position to inflict untold 
suffering on out poor people. I do hot deny that it is no child's 
play for us. No man's health is exactly the saine aïter imprlsÇn- 
ment of file sort that some of my pooa" friends are endllring to- 
.night ; but the sufferings in the prison cell are only small coan- 
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humble lhmily (" He«r, heor "), to say nothing of the petty per- 
secution that is going on at the hands of every village constble 
who bas a quarrel with the people, and of the confusion, uncer- 
tainty, and ruin into which the right honorable gentlemau is 
plunging the whole business of the country. It is a burning 
shame that such an ordeal should be inflicted on a people whose 
only desire is to live in peace, and to rule in peace in their own 
land. («, IIe«r, hea'.") It is sometimes almost unbearable, but 
the Irish l)eople will bear it. We are hot cowed. We are hot 
even embitte-ed. 
The right honorable member for 5Iid-Lothian bas accomplished 
m two years what seven hundred years of coerclon l:ad hot ac- 
complished pe'iously (lrish cheers), and what sec'en hundred 
more would leae unaccomplished still. IIe bas united the 
hearts of the two peop|es by  more saced aud enduri»g bond 
than that of terror and brute force ; and our quarrel with Eng- 
land, our bitterness toward Englaud, is gone. (Cheers.) And 
it will be your fault and your crime if it ever returns,--a crime 
for which history will stigmatize you forever. We, at all events, 
are not dis uptioists. (Cheers «td cottter cheers.) It is you 
who are the disruptionists ami the exasperationists and the 
separatists. We bave never lnade a disguise of out feelings. 
We say what we mean. 
The 'ight honorable oentleman, the member for Newcastle, 
and many another goeel friendbeside him, bave been over in he- 
land this n'inter, and they can tell you that when the naine of 
England is uttered now in an Irish crowd, it is no longe" uttered 
with hatret], but with hope and with .atitude to those awaken- 
ing Britih ht arts which have never autho'ized this policy of the 
Government in Irelanl. You are the Separatists. We a'e for 
peace and for happiness, and for the brotherhood of the two 
nations. ¥ou are for eternal rcpressiou aml eternal discot'd and 
eternal misery for )'ourselves as well as for us. We are for 
peasing the dark passions of the past. You me for imtlaming 
them, whether for purposes of a political character I do hot 
know, bht for purposes in the interests of that wretched class of 
iIamelukes whom you support in Ireland, who are neither good 
Eglishnmn nor good hishmen, and who are being your evil 



genius in Irelaud just as they have been the scourge of our un- 
hal»py people. 
That is the state of things ; and in such a cause and between 
such forces, I be!ieve the end is hot far off, and to the God of 
justice and of liberty aud of mercy, we leave the issue. So far 
as we om'selves are concerned, we shall be amply coml)ensated, 
whatever we have suffered aud may bave to surfer iu oto" grand 
ohl cause, if we can be sure that we are the last of that long and 
mournful liue of men who bave suffered for it. And, believe 
me, upon the da)" of out victory, we will grant an easy amnesty 
to the right honorable gentleman opposite for our little troubles 
in Tullamore, aud we will bless his policy yet as one of the most 
l)owerful, though nnconscious, instruments lu the deliverance of 
Irelaud. ( Loud Oppositio»t cheers. ) 
]lr. Fm.A- (who arose enid loud cries of " Bafour" from 
the Opposition ud JHome RMe bencltes) said that the honorable 
member who had just spoken had charged tbe Unionist part)" 
with iffiamiug passious and animosity in Ireland that were in a 
fuir way of dying out. He was not aware of any sectiou of the 
lmrty against which that charge could be ruade. It had always 
been the mission of the Unionist part)" to see that equal justice 
should be doue in h'eland, and to appease those animosities 
which were the relies of past misgoverument and past misfor- 
tmes. They believed that in a co,utry so divided as Ireland 
u-as eqnal justice might best be doue in an Imperial Parliament 
and hot by handing over oue pm of the country to the domi- 
nation of another. The honorahle member had said that there 
was no bitterness on the pa of the Irish members towards 
England. But the part)" had three voices. One was the voice 
that Sl)oke iu the House of Commous, the second the voice that 
spoke in h'eland ; but to get at the real springs of the movement 
they must heur it on an American platïorm. (Mini.tertal chee«s.) 
Ite objected to that House being tnrned iuto a conrt of appeal 
from judicial sentences in Ireland, and he regretted to bave 
heard the cheers which came from the Opposition side of the 
House wheu the honorable memher for West Cork had said that 
he recommended the tenants at Mitchelstown to resist the law 
by force. (.1/r. Gl«dstoe expressed clissent.) 
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